Parnell
in that action he should not be called upon to prove anything
at all* The Irishmen and their leader remained under a load
of odium that the Law Officer of the Crown had cast upon them
and declined to substantiate/'1 That was pretty cool, and
might have given pause even to " Peter the Packer/* or any
of the notorious Irish judges who used the judicial office as
if it were the office of the prosecuting counsel*
This extraordinary action on the part of the Attorney-
General roused Parnell from his lethargy. He went to Mr.
Morley and told him that he would raise an action against
The Times, but was again dissuaded from doing so, on the
grounds already given. Mr* Morley proposed to him that,
he should make a personal statement in the Commons, which
he did ** in his most frigid manner/* One of the new batch
of letters, said to have been written by Parnell, was in the
following terms:
"January 9,1883*
" DEAR E*,
" What are these fellows waiting for ? This inaction
is inexcusable; our best men are in prison, and nothing is
being done* Let there be an end of this hesitency* Prompt
action is called for* You undertook to make it hot for old
Forster and Co* Let us have some evidence of your power
to do so* My health is good, thanks*
" Yours very truly,
" CHARLES S* PARNELL/*
This preposterous document was the undoing of The
Times* The misspelt word " hesitency ** was the clue to the
forger*
Parnell, in the course of his personal statement, asserted
in words which left no room for reservation or misunder-
standing that he had never written, never signed* never
caused or authorised to be written any of the letters which
1 Life of Gladstone* by John Morley, bk* x*, chap* iii*, sect* 3*
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